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Ra#onale	and	Research	

§  Significance	of		the	home	language	for	
subsequent	language	learning	

§  Benefits	of	bilingualism	

§  Home	language	maintenance/home	
language	loss	and	effects	on	the	family	



Irish	Educa#onal	Context	

• Linguis=c	Diversity	in	Ireland	

• Changing	Demographics	in	
Primary	School	

• Affirming	Pupils’	Home	Language	
in	Irish	Primary	Schools	



Dual	Language	Texts	Project	

§ Topics	of	choice	
§ Texts	wriJen	in	both	English/home	
language	

§ Opportunity	to	work	on	home	
language	with	parents	

§ Present	texts	to	peers	
§ Texts	displayed	in	school	and	on	
school	website		



Learning	Opportuni#es	

• Transfer	of	skills	across	
languages	

• Promote	intercultural	
awareness	among	all	children	

• Parental	involvement	in	
children’s	home	language	
maintenance	



Portuguese/English Text 

















Polish/English	book	











School	Display	



Children’s	Presenta#on	



European	Language	Label	Award	

 Jury	Comments	
	‘The	parents	of	the	par.cipants	in	the	project	
become	involved	and	learn	with	and	from	their	
children.	The	par.cipa.ng	pupils	are	clearly	highly	
mo.vated,	as	evidenced	by	their	enthusias.c	
par.cipa.on	in	the	discussion	with	the	visi.ng	
members	of	the	adjudica.on	panel.	The	teachers	
concerned	are	likewise	dedicated	and	enthusias.c	
and	have	a	strong	belief	in	the	value	of	the	project	
as	a	language-learning	exercise.	A	simple	project	to	
execute	and	easily	sustainable’.	



 
 
 

Thank you for listening! 


