
Using Aistear to teach 
English as an additional 
language 
Jacinta Regan 



What is Aistear?  
•  Aistear is Ireland’s curriculum framework for children from birth to six 

years.  

•  Aistear uses four themes that connect and overlap with each other to 
outline children’s learning and development. The themes are:  

Well-being Identity and 
Belonging Communicating Exploring and 

Thinking  



Communicating  
•  Communicating involves giving, 

receiving and making sense of 
information. 

•  Children do this by using nonverbal 
means of communication, talking, 
listening, thinking, and 
understanding. 

•  Certain objects encourage verbal 
communication during play.  



The EAL Learner  

“Children learn a 
language because of a 
need to communicate. 
There must be a reason 
for them to learn a foreign 
language.”  
(Rosberg, 1995) 

 

What can you 
do?  

Create an 
authentic reason 
to communicate. 



How can you do this? STOP! 

Through 
PLAY of 
course!  



The Aistear Classroom  

Child-led Playful Independent  

Language 
Rich Fun 



Organising the 
Classroom 
Create a space that belongs to the 
children.  

Create a space that enables 
communication. 

6 Groups of 5 Pupils   



The Play Areas  

Small World  Malleable Play  Junk Art  



The Play Areas  

Sand  Water  Construction  



The Literacy 
and 
Numeracy 
Areas 

These 
areas 
remain in 
the 
classroom 
all year!  
 



The Socio- 
Dramatic Area  
The Language Station  



Please do not 
forget the great 
outdoors!  



The Aistear 
Session 

Planning  

Playtime 

Tidy Up  

Review 

Oral Language  



The Oral Language Lesson 
•  Pre-teach the vocabulary 

needed for the play theme 
through discrete oral language 
lessons.  

•  Use books, poems, songs and 
videos, etc. to encourage the 
children to use the language 
while in role.   



Planning For Play  
•  Using the play-rota 

assign each group to a 
play area.  

•  Allow each group five 
minutes to plan what they 
are going to do in their 
area.  

•  Planning copy  



Playtime 
•  Children set up their own play 

area. 

•  Children play in their groups.  

•  Options for the teacher;  
•  Teacher one based at the socio-

dramatic area as ‘teacher in role’ 
eliciting and modelling language   

•  Teacher two circulating around 
other groups 



Tidy-Up 

•  Children tidy-up their play area 
independently.  

•  Ensure your classroom set up 
allows for this to happen.  

•  Encourage team work 
encourage communication.  



The Review  
•  Ask the children to review their 

play.  

•  Who? Where? What?  

•  Open ended questions… 

•  Take pictures during the 
session, display on the IWB and 
discuss. 

•  An opportunity for EAL children 
to hear language modelled by 
their peers.  

•  Ask a question and then ask 
again… 



How do I assess language acquisition?  
•  The planning copy  

•  SeeSaw Video and Audio Diary 

•  The scrapbook  

•  Teacher Observation 

•  PSAK – Link your themes to the 
Up and Away Themes  



Parental Involvement 

Create a play 
blog  

Oral Language 
Homework  

Request guest 
speakers 



Teacher Planning  







The New Primary Language Curriculum  



Oral Language Learning Outcomes  
•  Show interest in, demonstrate joint attention and actively listen for enjoyment and 

for a particular purpose. 

•  Use language with confidence to work collaboratively with others and share the 
Learning Outcomes with familiar and unfamiliar audiences. 

•  Use coherent sentences of increasing complexity with correct tense, word order 
and sentence structure, while using connectives and producing compound 
and complex sentences to elaborate appropriately. 

•  Use different strategies such as a speaker’s gestures, tone of voice, known 
words, pictures, sentence structure, definitions and descriptions to acquire and 
show understanding of new words. 

•  Use sophisticated oral vocabulary and phrases including the language of text, 
topic and subject-specific language, and express and use decontextualized 
language.  



Why Aistear?  

Real and 
meaningful 
interactions  

High interest 
levels  

Language in 
context  

Allows for 
differentiation  


