


Transactional Strategies Instruction (TSI) 

 
Transactional….swapping 
 
Strategies….familiar reading 

comprehension strategies 
 
Instruction…we learn from each other 

when exchanging our different 
interpretations of text 



What is happening in TSI? 

•  3 Roles: Leader, Strategist, Questioner, all 
pupils trained in group roles 
•  Real books 
•  Reading at/near instructional reading level  
•  Discursive Comprehension using Comprehension 

Strategies and Questioning Skills   
•  Vocabulary and part of speech 
•  Team teaching supporting all pupils/all aspects  
•  Feedback - dynamic teaching and learning 



Ideally… 
 
Prior Knowledge of Reading 

Comprehension Strategies Pg 18 
 
• Prediction 
• Visualisation 
• Connecting 
• Questioning 
• De-clunking 



TSI…..Building on good practice for literacy 

 
 
 

Guided Reading TSI Reading 

Group size approx 6, SEN pupils 
may be withdrawn 

Group size 3, inclusive for SEN 
pupils 

Teacher directed Pupil directed, teacher 
supported 

Teacher models reading 
comprehension strategies 

Pupils apply reading 
comprehension strategies  

Differentiated text? Differentiated novels 

Limited resources Structured resources for focused 
vocabulary learning and 
discursive questioning 



6 Key Elements…. 



TeamTSI Resources 

www.teamtsi.ie 
•  Role cards for each of three roles 
•  3 Novel packs (differentiated)-include 

vocabulary and discursive questioning 
resources 
•  Extra ‘choice cards’ for additional strategy 

practice 
•  Teacher’s Book 
•  Questionnaire and focus group questions for 

pupils (pending) 
•  Contact details-upcoming training events etc. 

 





Inclusion in TSI… 
 
TSI Pupil…. 
 
“I’m not very organised, it’s one of my 

targets on my plan, but my group help 
me so I feel like I’m getting better.  
Yesterday I was leader and my group 
told me I hadn’t forgotten a single job” 

 





What we found out.. 



 
 
 
“I find it hard to visualise, pictures don’t 

come to my brain, but my group helps 
me to see it. Now I have their pictures 
to help.”  Pg 18 





 
Professional Support 
  

www.teamtsi.ie 
Workshops through EC network  
Individual school support over a pilot phase (6 -8 

weeks) to include teaching training and planning, 
in-class modeling for pupils, ongoing support 
over the 6-8 weeks, review meeting 

TSI ‘Clusters’ organised through EC network, 
where schools have established the practice 

 
teamtsi.ie@gmail.com 
Fiona Dunne 086 8197439 

Thank You 
 




