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What’s	involved		

� Teacher	arranges	a	time	to	visit	the	home	of	the	new	
student.	

� Two	staff	members	visit	the	home	for	approximately	
half	an	hour.	

� A	Home	Visit	Pack	is	brought	to	the	family.	



What’s	in	the	Home	Visit	Pack	
�  Information	about	the	child	questionnaire	
� My	Starting	School	Booklet	
�  ‘Our	School’	booklet	
� Examples	of	activities/tasks	that	the	child	may	use	in	
school	

� Examples	of	PECs	symbols	and	information	about	
how	to	use	them.	

� Tips	for	starting	school	
� Uniform	list	
� Enrolment	forms	including	permission	forms.	



Informa8on	about	the	Child	
Ques8onnaire	

		
� Personal	Information	
� Medical	History	
�  Self	Help	Skills	
� Communication	Skills	
�  Interests	
� Community	participation	
� Emotional	Development	



Insert Photo 



(names of family members as recognised 
by your child eg mummy - "mama") 



 
 

   

 

Eg  Thomas the 
 Tank Engine 
 video 

 farm book 

 my tractor 

 playing hide and 
 seek	



 
 
 

These might include certain social settings, community situations eg shopping centres, 
shops, waiting, travelling 

 

These might include sensitivity to sounds, light, smell, colour, 
clothing, sleeping, eating, animals 



 
 
 

Body movements 	

Touching	

Doing things for myself 

Pointing 

Requesting 

Looking 	

Own sounds 

(Please tick) 



    

 

 
 
 

  

 

 
       

 

         

  
 

 

other	straw	tumbler	

lidded cup	

water	

other	

trainer beaker	

please tick	

juice	

milk	



 
 
 

mashed foods	

adult help 	

please tick 

I use a knife 	  fork 	

solids	

spoon 	

puree foods	

semi-solids	

fingers	

please tick 



 
 

    

 

 
 
 

 
 

I use the potty I use the toilet 

I go at routine times 

I will indicate 

by gesture 

by request 

I go independently 

I go with help 
(please tick) 



 
 
Please underline and add details as necessary 

 





Our	School	Booklet	
The	booklet	contains:	
	
� Photos	of	key	staff		
� Photos	of	school	environs	
� Photos	of	school	transport	























	
	



Ac8vity:	Pegs	and	S8ckers	



Ac8vity:	Character	match.	



Ac8vity:	Table	-	SeGng	



Ac8vity:	making	paIerns	with	
Linkets	



The	Super	Symbols	

� A	set	of	symbols	which	might	be	used	by	parent	and	
teacher	are	included	in	the	pack.	

	
� Again	an	explanation	of	each	symbol	and	how	to	use	
it	is	printed	on	the	back	of	each	symbol.	



Visual	Symbols	

Bus 
This symbol is used to show your child 
how they are getting to a destination and 
to prepare them for the journey ahead.  
Show the child the symbol, point to the 
bus, if possible, and say, “bus”.  Thus 
indicating that its time to get on the bus. 



Visual	Symbols	

Toilet 
This symbol is used to help your child 
understand your verbal instruction.  
Show the child the card and say “toilet” 
then lead them to the toilet.  Gradually 
your child will begin to associate this 
symbol with the toilet and hopefully will 
begin to independently go to the correct 
place when shown the symbol 



Visual	Symbols	

No 
The universal No symbol is used to 
communicate to your child that behaviour is 
not acceptable or when they want 
something that they cant have.  For 
example if your child is constantly turning 
the lights on and of, place the No symbol 
over the switch and when your child 
approaches the switch point to the symbol 
and say “No”.  Try then to distract your child 
with another activity or toy.  This process 
may need to be repeated several times. 



What	are	the	benefits	
� Teacher	meets	the	child.	
� Anxious	parents	meet	their	child’s	teacher		
� Parents	feel	secure	in	their	own	home	and	are	more	
willing	to	discuss	sensitive	issues	like	behaviour	
problems.	

� Enrolment	forms,	including	all	permission	forms	are	
brought	to	the	home	and	can	be	explained	if	
necessary.	

� A	start	date	is	agreed	and	travel	arrangements	for	the	
first	few	days	is	agreed.	



Parent	tes8monials	–		
home	visits	
�  “I	found	the	Home	Visit	very	beneficial	and	my	concerns	about	

my	child	starting	school		were	addressed”	
�  Being	able	to	meet	the	teacher	first	–	it	was	reassuring	for	us	all”	
�  “Lovely	to	meet	the	teachers.		They	were	very	helpful,	answered	

all	my	questions”.	
�  “It	was	great	to	meet	and	get	to	know	the	people	who	were	going	

to	look	after	my	son.		They	were	very	reassuring	about	all	
aspects	of	my	son’s	care”.	

�  “during	the	home	visit	my	son	got	to	see	the	person	who	was	
going	to	teach	him	and	I	knew	he	would	recognise	them	when	
he	went	to	school”.	

�  “Following	the	visit	I	felt	more	comfortable	contacting	the	
school	if	I	needed	to”.	


